Sprng 2009

Field Trip Guidelines
While it is logistically difficult to take the entire class on field trips, the goal of this activity is to get environmental students to gain some experience outside, seeing and interpreting the types of human and physical landscapes that you learn about in the classroom.
Put yourself to your best advantage - choose a destination that allows you to learn something about the natural world.  In your report, be sure to include a photograph of yourself at your field trip site.  Answer questions, such as, where did you go?  Why did you go there?  If you go to an outdoor space, what did you learn about the physical geography/geology of that particular place (regarding, for example, faulting, rock types, wildlife, vegetation, animal life, and climate)?  Through what physical processes has the location evolved into what visitors see today?  Why has it been set aside as open space (if it has)?  What is unique about the place?  Emphasize what you have learned about the physical surroundings, don’t simply provide me with a travel log – “there were lots of trees and squirrels and stuff” won’t do.  If you go to a museum exhibit, conference, aquarium, or something akin to one of those, be sure to discuss/explain back to me what you learned about the environment from your field trip.  The best papers are those written by students that tie-in their experience to the material presented in class.  This is a key component of a good field trip assignment – answering the question, what does this have to do with my environmental class?
Who runs the place (is it private, public, local or federal, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management)?  Are there any warnings/precautions that should be taken by visitors (e.g. bring sunscreen, water, hiking boots; avoid rattlesnakes, ticks; don’t hike alone)?  Would you recommend this location, activity, presentation, exhibit, walk, or talk to others?  Why or why not?

Looking for ideas?  Check out the Outdoors pamphlet available on the National Park Service website for the Santa Monicas (www.nps.gov/samo) – a quarterly calendar of events and programs offered in the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area.  Additionally, Placerita Canyon is another great destination – excellent nature center.  Are you aware of any relevant exhibits at local museums (for example: Natural History, Science Center, or Griffith Observatory)?  Also, check-out my SPRING 2009 EVENTS notebook.  Or conduct a Google search for similar events or destinations.  Don’t feel limited to visit only local areas.  
Having assigned this before, I strongly suggest that you do yourself a favor and choose a destination with a visitors’ center, at minimum rangers/naturalists on site to answer any questions you might have about the area.  You’d be amazed how much information is available to you free of charge.

Based on your field experience, plus any additional sources (literature/internet), prepare a double-spaced, typed report of at least 3 pages, not including photographs.  At minimum, you must include one photograph of yourself at the field trip site (if not, you will not get credit for your report!).  However, I encourage you to include additional photos.  I love pictures!  Be prepared to share your findings with the rest of the class.

By the way, this report must be based on a field trip you experience this semester.  Please don’t write a report about the vacation you took with your family to Death Valley in winter, 2001!  Feel free, however, to include friends, family or classmates in your experience.  Include in your report any literature you pick up about the site (e.g. pamphlets, an events calendar, a list of internship/volunteer opportunities, websites).
