
LAVC      GEOGRAPHY 17: PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY & Laboratory            Fall, 2013 
Section Number: 3194 (MW 5:00p – 8:10p) Room: AHS / 136 

     
Course Description: A combined lecture and laboratory course designed to introduce the physical 
environment and the processes that shape landforms and life on the plant.  Students will have hands-
on experience with maps, compasses, GPS units, Geographic Information Systems, meteorological 
instruments, and other tools used by geographers.  Field trips are offered.  

Prerequisites:   None Transfer credit: CSU; UC    (5 Units) 
 
Instructor: Meredith Leonard           Office: AHS / 304 
Phone: (818) 778 – 5595     Student Drop-in Hours: MW 4:30 – 5:00p* 
Email: leonarml@lavc.edu   Instructor web resource:http://leonardlavc.weebly.com 

*Consult my schedule for additional times.   
Tentative Schedule (subject to change—it is your responsibility to keep current on exam dates, assignments, etc.)  

Week: Dates:   Topic / Assignment / Readings: 
01 Aug 26, 28   Introduction to Earth / Chapter 1 
02 *Sep 2*, 4   *Labor Day Holiday* / Portraying Earth / Ch 2 
03 Sep 9, 11   Introduction to the Atmosphere / Ch 3 
04 Sep 16, 18   Insolation & Temperature / Ch 4 
05 Sep 23, 25   Atmospheric Pressure & Wind / Ch 5 
06 Sep 30, Oct 2  Exam #1 (Chapters 1-5); Atmospheric Moisture / Ch 6 
07 Oct 7, 9   Atmospheric Disturbances / Ch 7 
08 Oct 14, 16   Climate & Climate Change / Ch 8  
09 Oct 21, 23   The Hydrosphere / Ch 9  
10 Oct 28, 30   Biogeochemical Cycles; Chaparral Biome & Soils /Chs 10-12  
11 Nov 4, 6   Exam #2 (Chapters 6-12)    
12  *Nov 11*, 13  *Veteran’s Day Holiday* / Intro to Landform Study / Ch 13 
13 Nov 18, 20   The Internal Processes / Ch 14 
14 Nov 25, 27   Preliminaries to Erosion: Weathering & Mass Wasting / Ch 15  
15 Dec 2, 4   Geomorphology / Chs 16, 18, 19, 20 
17 Wed. Dec 11th   Final – Exam #3 (Chapters 13-16, 18-20) 

4:00 – 6:00p 
 
Texts:   
(Lecture) Darrel Hess (2013) McKnight’s Physical Geography: A Landscape Appreciation, 3rd California 

Ed. Prentice Hall (ISBN: 1-25-699395-6) Please note, this is a custom edition package with access to 
www.masteringGeography.com (Course ID: MGEOGLEONARD41726 )   

(Lab) Darrel Hess (2014) Physical Geography Laboratory Manual for McKnight's Physical Geography: 
A Landscape Appreciation, 11th Ed. Prentice Hall (ISBN: 0-32-186396-8) 

 
Grading:  
There will be three exams for this class.  The exams are not cumulative; each one will cover 
approximately one third of the class material.  The exams (approximately 50 to 75 questions each) 
will consist of multiple choice, true-false, short answer, and fill-in.  You will be required to bring a 
Scantron form (882 or 882-ES) for each of the exams.  Your average for the 3 exams will count 
toward 60% of your course grade.   

Fifteen percent (15%) of your grade will be based on multiple quizzes posted to the Mastering 
Geography site. 

Five percent (5%) of your grade will be determined by completion of one required field trip (with 
written component.  I will offer multiple field trip options this term.  They will vary in length, but will 
likely range from 4 to 6 hours in duration, and will be scheduled Fridays and Saturdays.  (If you 
cannot attend one of my field trips, you will have the option to arrange your own, self-guided 
excursion.  Guidelines will be provided.)  

mailto:leonarml@lavc.edu
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The remaining 20% of your grade will be based on your performance on the laboratory portion of the 
course, predominantly exercises in the lab manual (these exercises will correlate with the 
topic/reading for each week). 

In Summary: 
Ex #1: 20% 
Ex #2: 20% 
Ex #3: 20% 
 

Quiz #1: 5% 
Quiz #2: 5% 
Quiz #3: 5% 
 

Field Trip & Written Report: 5% 
 
Laboratory Exercises: 20% 

 
EXTRA CREDIT  
Ask me about the Service Learning Program through LAVC (Contact Richard Brossman in the 
Counseling Department - http://www.lavc.edu/servicelearning). Additional opportunities will be 
announced in class. You will be limited to five extra credit assignments for this class. 
 

Letter Grades will be determined as follows: 

A   90 - 100  B   80 – 89  C   70 – 79  D   60 – 69  F   < 60 

Regular attendance is a must in this class.  If you stop attending class (or wish to drop) on or before 
November 17, 2013 for Fall Semester 2013, you must drop the class yourself – officially – by 
telephone, internet or Office of Admissions and Records. Failure to do so may result in a grade of ‘F’ 
in this class. 
 
Class Policies 
I expect students to come to class prepared, and to treat me and fellow students with courtesy and 
respect.  Academic dishonesty (including, but not limited to, cheating / plagiarism) will not 
be tolerated!  Anyone found to be plagiarizing or cheating on an assignment will receive a zero (fail) 
on that assignment or exam, and be referred to the Vice President of Student Services for further 
disciplinary action (per “Standards of Student Conduct”, schedule of classes).   

Without prior approval / a doctor’s note, NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given; NO LATE 
ASSIGNMENTS will be accepted. 

Please REMEMBER TO TURN OFF PHONES DURING CLASS!   NO WEB-SURFING! 

Make sure to exchange contact information (phone & email) with several of your classmates.  Just 
in case circumstances force you to miss a class, you will need to contact one of your classmates to 
find out what you missed.   

If you are a student with a disability & require classroom accommodations, please let me know & be 
sure to contact Services for Students with Disabilities (Student Services Annex, 1st Floor: 818-
947-2681 or TTD 818-947-2680 or email: ssd@lavc.edu). 
 
Do you qualify for Financial Aid? Call 818-947-2412 or consult their website: 
www.lavc.edu/studentservwebsite/financial/index.html  
 
Lab Hours 
All student work is to be completed during class time.  
 
Course Objectives: 

Demonstrate cartographic literacy by interpreting map data, creating maps from data, and 
identifying spatial patterns; Use a GPS to collect  data, and prepare a table of data and produce a 
map of  the data for presentation using a GIS; Explain the relationship between human population 
distribution and global patterns of climate and soils; Describe the importance of the concept of 
geologic time in the evolution of scientific thought especially as it relates to plate tectonic theory; 
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Discuss the potential impacts of global climate change on the four realms of the earth system and 
human populations; Participate in a field trip experience by collecting observations and instrument 
data.  Write a report that interprets a landscape and the forces that have shaped it, explains the 
distribution of plants, animals and soils in the area as well as the unique features of the location.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course, students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1. discuss the Earth as a changing system of interconnected realms and ongoing human and 
physical processes; 

2. synthesize observations of phenomena in the natural environment using maps and scientific 
equipment. 

 

NOTES:  


