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GIS in the Real World: An Interview

The goal of this activity is to give you an opportunity to become acquainted with the variety of professions and job prospects in the geographic information sciences.  You will see how professionals use many of the same skills we have used/discussed throughout the semester in this course.  You will share your findings with the class and we will also hear about opportunities for student internships with various agencies.

The Interview

Choose a profession/person that performs a professional “gis job”.  You might consult gis-specific search engines/services (e.g. www.gisjobs.com) or http://www.careervoyages.gov/geospatialtechnology-gis.cfm for ideas.  Some examples of these professions (outside academic fields) include:

Private or Public Sector Personnel:

Conservationists 




Ecologists/Biologists


Wildlife Managers




Environmental Health & Safety Personnel


Water Quality Inspectors



Policy Analysts


Environmental Engineers



Urban Planners





Environmental Consultants



Law Enforcement/Fire Personnel


Business Professionals



etc.
Visit this person and conduct an interview using the following questions:

    1.
Name of the person interviewed.
    2.
Job title and description.
    3.
What duties and activities does his/her job entail?

    4.
How does his/her job influence the environment?

    5.
What special techniques or equipment are used? (e.g. computer mapping, GIS, remote sensing, GPS, field sampling equipment)

    6.
What education is required?

    7.
How are individuals hired?

    8.
What are the general salary ranges?

    9.
According to your subject, what is the most interesting aspect of this job?

   10.
Based on what you’ve heard from your subject, would you recommend this job to your classmates?

   11.
Are student internships possible?

   12.
Who is the contact person to find out more?

Report

Based on your interview and library research if needed, prepare a short report of 2-3 typed pages.  Be sure to answer the above list of questions, but feel free to expand on that list.  Additionally, provide some basic information about the company for which your interview subject works (How large is the company? What is its primary objective?, etc.).  Be prepared to share you findings with the rest of the class.

